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in the supplement to the code is hereby amended by striking from the last 
two lines thereof the words "thirteen guards at Ft. Mallison" and inserting 
in lieu thereof the following: "forty-five guards at Ft. Madison and forty-
'two guards at Anamosa". ' 

Approved April 13, A. D. 1907. 

CHAPTER 192. 
INDETERMINATE SENTENCES AND REFORMATORY. 

B. F. SO. 

AN Aur to revise the law relating to the sentence and commitment of perBOns con-
1'icted of crime, and providing for a system ot reform and parole and to create the
necessary omcera therefor, de1lnlng their powers and duties, and to flx their com
pensation, and appropriating the money necessary to carry the same Into effect, 
and to repeal all acta and parts of acts In conflict therewith. [Additional to chapte~· 
two (2) ot title twenty-six (XXVI) of the code, relating to penitentlarles.l 

Be it e1&(J()tea by tke Gmera't Assembly of tlte State 01 Iowa: 

SECTION 1. liThe reform&Wl'y," Hereafter the penitentiary at Anamoslr 
shall be officially known and designated as "The Reformatory," and shall be' 
the reformatory department of the state penitentiary of Iowa. 

SEC. 2. Commitments. Any male person who shall be committed to the 
pe~itentiary after the 4th day of July, 1907, (except those convicted of mur
der, treason, sodomy or incest), and who at the time of commitment is between 
the ages of sixteen and thirty years, and who has never before been con
victed of a felony, shall be confined in the reformatory; provided, howevery 

that persons between the ages of sixteen and thirty years convicted of raper 
robbery, or of breaking and entering a dwelling house in the night time with 
intent to commit a public offense therein, may, as the particular circum
stances may warrant, in the discretion of the court, be committed to either 
the reformatory at Anamosa, or the penitentiary at Fort Madison. 

SEC. 3. Insane department. The criminal insane shall continue to be 
confined in the insane department at Anamosa, as provided in section fifty-
seven hundred and nine of the code. . 

SEC. 4. Transfer of prisoners for violation of rules, insubordination, etc. 
Any male prisoner confined in the reformatory may be transferred to the 
penitentiary at Fort Madison, upon order of the board of control, for violation 
of the rules of the reformatory or for insubordination and a like transfer may 
be ordered by said board whenever it shall be of the opinion that a prisoner 
is'not a hopeful subject for reformatory treatment. 

SEC. 4%. Transfer of prisoners over age limit-former convictions. If it 
shall appear at any time after conviction and incarceration in the reforma
tory that a prisoner was over thirty years of age at the time of commitment, 
he shall be at once transf('rred to the prison at Fort Madison, and he shall 
likewise be transferred if it shall appear that he had, prior to the last con
viction, been convicted of a felony in Iowa or elsewhere. 

SEC. 5. What prisoners retained in reformatory-tra.nsfer of life prisoners. 
The board of control may retain in the reformatory such persons as have 
been or are committ('d to the penitentiary at Anamosa for crimes committed 
on or prior to July 4th. 1907, except that all persons convicted of murder in 
the first dep:r('e and all persons sent('nc('d to life imprisonment shall be kept 
and confined in the prison at Fort Madison and a transf('r shall he made as 
Boon as reasonably convenient aiter July 4th, 1907, from the reformatory t~ 
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the prison at For.t Madison of the persons named in this exception, provided 
that prisoners oommitted for life who are now beyond fifty-five years of 
age shall not be removed. . 

SEc. 6. Transfer when Port Madison penltentia.ry is overcrowded. When· 
ever there is unoccupied room in the reformatory and the prison at Fort 
Madison i" over-crowded, the board of control may, in its discretion, transfer 
from the prison at Fort Madison well-behaved and most proJl!.ising convicts, 
who are confined for their first offense. The prison at Fort Madison shall be 
deemed to be overcrowded when the number of inmates exceeds the number 
of cells. 

SEc. 7. Employment of inmates. The inmates of the reformatory shall be 
employed only on state account, which employment shall be conducive to the 
teaching of useful trades and callings so far as practicable, and the intellec· 
tual and moral development of the inmates, provided; however, that the 
inmates of the reformatory may be employed to complete any' contracts for 
prison labor to be performed in the penitentiary at Anamosa. 

SEC. 8. .Registers o.nd records. The board of control shall cause to be 
kept at the reformatory and penitentiary such registers and records of pris. 
oners for the use of the board of parole as may be approved by the execu· 
tive council. 

SEC. 9. Indeterminate sentences. After July 4th, 1907, whenever any per· 
son over sixteen years of age is convicted of a felony, committed subsequent 
to July 4th, 1907, except treason or murder, the court imposing a sentence of 
confinement in the penitentiary shall not fix the limit or duration of the 
same, but the term of such imprisonment shall not exceed the maximum term 
provided by law for the crime of which the prisoner was convicted; provided 
that if a person be sentenced for two or more separate offenses and the second 
or further term is ordered to begin at the expiration of the first· and such 
succeeding term of sentence is specified in the order of commitment, the several 
terms shall for the purpose of this act be construed as one continuous term 
of imprisonment; and provided, that where one is convicted of a felony that 
is punishable by imprisonment in the penitentiary, or by fine, Or by imprison
ment in. the county jail, or both, the court may impose the lighter sentence 
if it shall so elect. 

SEC. 10. Board of pvole-terms-ofBce-aupplies-compensation-aeare
tary ....... alary....-dutiel--employes. Prior to the adjournment of the Thirty-see. 
ond General Assembly, the governor, with the advice and consent of the 
senate, shall appoint three .electors of the state, not more than two of whom 
shall belong to the same political party, and one member of whom shall be 
a duly licensed attorney at law, as members of a board to be known as a 
board of parole. Said members shall hold office, as designated by the governor, 
for two, four and six years respectively; subsequent appointments shall be 
made as provided above, and shall be for a term of six years, except appoint
ments to fill vacancies, which shall be for the unexpired term. The terms 
of the members first appointed shall commence July 1, 1907, and the chair.' 
man of the board shall be the member whose term first expires. Appoint
ments made when the general assembly is not in session shall be subject to 
the approval of the senate when next in session. A suitable office at the 
capitol shall be provided for the use of the board, with such furniture and 
ofllce supplies as shall be reasonably necessary for the use of the same, and 
such board shall hold at least four se8Sions each calendar year. They shall 
receive as compensation ten dollars ($10) per day for the time actually 
spent in discharge of the duties of this office, not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1000) each per annum, and all necessary expenses while on official 
b1l8iness. The board of parole shall employ a competent secretary who shall 
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receive a salary not to exceed two thO'll8and dollars ($2000) per year and 
necessary traveling expenses when on official business required and desig
nated by the board. He shall keep records and perform such duties as state· 
agent or otherwise, as shan be prescribed by the board. They may employ 
such other employes as the executive council may authorize by written 
resolution. 

SBa. 11. Appropriation. There is hereby appropriated from any funds in 
the state treasury not otherwise appropriated sufficient thereof to pay the 
salaries and expenditures herein authorized. 

SEa. 12. TraveliDg u.pel1l8~mergenoy trips. The secretary and other 
employes shan be entitled to their necessary traveling expenses by the nearest 
traveled and practicable routes· incurred in going from Des MOOnes to the 
penitentiaries or other places in the state when on offieial business. No 
expenditure for traveling expenses to other states shall be made by the board 
or any officer or agent thereof unless the anthority to make such trip is 
granted at a meeting of the board upon a written resolution adopted by the 
board, which shall state the purpose of such trip and the reason the same 
is deemed necessary. Emergency trips may be made upon written order at 
the chairman, which shan be reported to the board at. its next meeting. 

SEa. 13. Itemised statement of expenditures-how a.pproved and paid. 
Before any expenses or per diem of the members of the board, or any officer 
or agent thereof, OT any expense incurred by others under the direction of the 
board, shall be paid, a minutely itemized statement of such expenditures shan 
be presented 19 the proper authorities, duly verified, which certification shall 
aver that the expense bill is just, accurate and true, and is claimed for cash 
expenditures or cash disbursements truly and actually paid and made to the 
parties named as shown by said statement herein. Unless the said statement 
is 80 verified, and duly audited, payment thereof shan not be made. The 
expense bills of the members of the board, the secretary and its other em
ployes, when 80 verified, shall be presented to the executive council for their 
written audit before payment is made. The salaries and actual expenses of 
the board, the secretary and other employes, shall be paid monthly by the 
treasurer of the state upon the warrant of the auditor of state. 

SEC. 14. Rules and regulations governing paroles. The board of parole 
shall have power to establish rules and regulations under which it may allow 
prisoners within the penitentiaries other than prisoners serving life terms to 
go upon parole outside of the penitentiary buildings, enclosures and appur
tenances, but to remain while on parol~ in the legal custody of the wardens 
of the penitentiaries and under the control of the said board of parole and 
subject, at any time, to be taken back and confined within the penitentiary; 
and the board shan have full power to enforce such rules and regulations and 
to retake and re-imprison any such parofed convict. The order of said board 
certified by its secretary shall be a sufficient warrant for any peace officer 
to arrest and take into actual custody or to return to the penitentiary specified 
in the order any prisoner conditionally released or paroled by said board; 
and it is hereby made the duty of all peace officers to execute such order the 
same as any other criminal process and they shall receive the same fees as 
she~tfs for like services, the same to be paid out of the appropriation made 
herein, but no person shall be released on parole before the expiration of the 
maximum term provided by law for the punishment of the crime of which he 
was convicted until the board of parole shall have satisfactory evidence that 
arrangements have been made for his employment or maintenance for at 
least six months. The time when a prisoner is upon parole or absent from 
the penitentiary shall not be held to apply upon his sentence if he shall 
violate the terms of his parole. 
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SEa. 14lh. Inquiry relative to pardon or parole. The board of parole may 
institute any inquiry it may deem expedient in regard to any prisoner or 
application for pardon, final discharge or parole; but said board shall not 
receive, unsolicited by them, any petition or communication or argument in 
regard to said application, unless provided for in their adopted rules. 

SEc. 15. Bo&rd of pU'Ole to recommend pardon. It shall be the duty of 
the board of parole to keep in communication, so f".r as possible, with all 
persons who are on parole and when, in their opinion, any prisoner who has 
served not less than twelve months of his parole acceptably, has given such 
evidence as is deemed reliable and trustworthy that he is and will continue 
to be a law-abiding citizen and that his final release is not incompatible with 
the welfare of society; and when the said board of parole shall have procured, 
as far as possible, all facts relating to the history of such paroled prisoner, 
both before and after his confinement and parole, and his record while de
tained, the board of parole shall recommend to the governor the discharge 
of such prisoner from further liability under his sentence'. Said recommen
dation shall be entered on a proper record, kept by said board for that pur
pose, and a certified copy of the order of discharge, when made, by the 
governor, shall be rued with the clerk of the court in which said prisoner 
was sentenced to the penitentiary. All papers and documents relating to the 
pardon of any person shall, upon the granting of such pardon, become a part 
of the files of the governor's office. 

SEC. 16. Power of governor to grant reprieves, pardons or commutations 
not impaired. Nothing in this act cpntained shall be construed as impairing 
the power of the governor under the constitution, to grant a reprieve, pardons 
or commutations of sentence in any case. 

SEC. 17. Olothing, money and transporta.tion furnished parol.d prisoners. 
Upon the release of any prisoner upon parole, he shall be furnished with 
clothing and money as provided in section fifty-six hundred eighty-four (5684) 
of the code and transportation to his place of employment, provided that no 
further allowance shall be made if final discharge is granted while on parole. 

SEo. 18. Investigation of a.pplicationl for pardon. It shall be the duty 
of the board of parole, under the direction of the governor, to take charge of 
all correspondence in reference to the pardon of persons convicted of crimes 
and to carefully investigate each application, and to file its recommendation 
with the governor with its reasons for the same. 

SEo. 19. Repealed. All acts and parts of acts which are in conflict with 
this act are hereby repealed in so far as they shall apply to persons convicted 
of crime committed after the fourth day of July. 1907. This act shall not 
operate, however, to repeal any of the' laws now in force, in so far as they 
may relate to persons that have heretofore been convicted of a crime under 
the laws of the state of Iowa, or to any persons that shall hereafter be convicted 
of a crime committed on or before the 4th day of July, 1907. and the rights 
under the law of all prisoners that are now or hereafter may be committed to 
the penitentiary for crimes committed on or prior to the 4th day of July, 
1907, are expressly preserved to them. This act shall not operate in any 
way to repeal any laws that refer to the sentence of persons hereafter con
victed of murder in the first or second degree, or treason. 

SEO. 20. Duty of clerk of district court and county attorney. It shall be 
the duty of the clerk of any court in which a prisoner shall be sentenced to 
the penitentiary, to furnish the board of parole a re('ord containing a copy 
of the indictment with the minutes of testimony attached thereto; and the 
name and residence of the judge presiding at the trial and of the county 
attorney who prose('uted thc prisoner: also the jurors and thc witnesses 
sworn at the trial. The county attorney who prosecuted said prisoner and 

Digitized by Coogle 



197 
OH.I94] LAWS OF THE THIRTY-SEOOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
-- ----------------------- ----------

the presiding judge, shall, when requested by the board of parole, furnish 
to it a full statement of all the facts and circumstances conn~cted with the 
commission of the crime of which the prisoner is convicted, so far as known 
or believed by them. 

SEc. 21. Bmployment for pa.roled prisoners-duty of public omeen. The 
board of parole may render such assistance as may be deemed necessary to 
the success of parole system, in the procuring of employment with trustworthy 
employers for prisoners about to be paroled; and necessary expenses incident 
thereto, not already provided for, shall be paid as other expenses of the 
board. It is hereby made the duty of every public officer to whom inquiry 
may be addressed by the board of parole concerning any prisoner to give 
said board all information possessed or accessible to him which may throw 
light upon the question of the fitness of said prisoner to receive the benefits 
of parole. 

HEC_ 22. In effect. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, shall 
take effect and be in force from and after its publication in the Register and 
Leader and Des Moines Capital, newspapers published in Des Moines, Iowa. 

Approved April 2, A. D. 1907. 

I hereby cerUfy that the foregoing act was published In the Register and Leader 
anel Dea Kolne. Capital, April 3, 1907. 

W. O. HAYWARD, 
Secreta", Of State. 

CHAPTER 193. 
PLACE OF CONFINEMJIlNT OF FEMALE CONVICTS.

s. F. 871. 

AN ACT bing the place of conflnement of females who are convicted of felonies and 
sentenced to confinement In the penitentiary. [Additional to chapter two (2) of title 
twenty-sllt (XXVI) of the code, relating to penitentiaries.) 

Be it. enacted by u"e General ABBemb~y of tke State of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. Female convicts to be CODIned in reformatory. Any female 
heretofore or hereafter convicted of a felony and sentenced to confinement in 
the penitentiary shall be kept in the reformatory at Anamosa. 

Approved April 13, A. D. 1907. 

CHAPTER 194. 
EMPLOYMENT OF CONVICT LABOR. 

S. F. 118. 

AN ACT authorizing the employment of convict labor In the care of the state's prop
erty and for other purposes. [Additional to chapter two (2) of title twenty-ailt 
(XXVI) of the code, relating to penitentiaries.) 

Be it enacted by tke General A88emb~y of the State of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. Oonvict labor-how employed. Convict labor may be used in 
caring for the houses and premises, occupied by the wardens of the peniten
tiaries, and for such domestic purposes as may be deemed necessary; provided, 
however, that nothing be done inconsistent with prison discipline and that 
not more than two convicts shall be thus used at anyone time. 
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